
COP26 WHAT IS IT?
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?



WHAT IS COP26?
• The COP is the decision-making 

body of the UNFCCC
• The Convention has near universal 

membership (197 Parties). 
• In November, the 26th summit will 

be hosted by the UK and Italy in 
Glasgow.



WHY IS COP26 IMPORTANT?
• Possibly our last best chance to get climate change under 

control.
• Countries that signed the Paris Agreement in 2015 agreed 

to work together to reduce carbon emissions.
• Countries need to show how they are lowering their 

emissions by 2030 to become carbon neutral by 2050.
• The commitment to aim for 1.5 degrees is critical





“Today, however, we have to realize that 
a true ecological approach always 
becomes a social approach. 

It must integrate questions of justice in 
debates on the environment, so as to 
hear both the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor.”

“We need to strengthen the conviction 
that we are one single human family.” Laudato Si’

On the care of our common home
- Pope Francis



“It is unequivocal that human influence has 
warmed the atmosphere, ocean and land.” 

“Human-induced climate change is already 
affecting many weather and climate 
extremes in every region across the globe.” 

“Many changes due to past and future 
greenhouse gas emissions are irreversible […] 
especially changes in the ocean, ice sheets 
and global sea level.”

Headline statements from the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change Assessment Report 6, Working Group 1, 2021.
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"COP26 presents an 
opportunity for the world to 
take immediate action to end 
the fossil fuel era and start 
regenerating nature while 
ensuring that all our remaining 
natural ecosystems stay intact.”

Elizabeth Wathuti, Global South Co-Chair 
of the COP26 Civil Society and Youth 
Advisory Council. 



KEEP 1.5 ALIVE
• At 2 degrees of global warming, there would 

be widespread and severe impacts on 
people and nature. 

• Almost all warm water coral reefs would be 
destroyed, and the Arctic sea ice would melt 
entirely at least once per decade

• At 1.5°C, the impacts would be serious, but 
less severe. 

• Every fraction of a degree of warming 
matters.



WHAT NEEDS TO BE ACHIEVED?
1. Secure global net zero by 2050 and keep 1.5 degrees 
within reach
2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats

3. Mobilise finance

4. Work together to deliver
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"We need to back nature with the same 
energy we have seen in relation to the 
clean technology revolution. As 
governments plan their economic 
recoveries from Covid-19, we have a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
reconcile our economies with the natural 
world and deliver a greener, safer and 
more prosperous future." 

Lord Zac Goldsmith, Minister for the 
Pacific and the Environment. 

PRIORITISE NATURE



PROGRESS IS BEING MADE
• Around 70% of the world’s economy is committed to reaching net zero 

emissions

• More than 80 countries have formally updated their NDCs, and all G7 
countries have announced new NDC targets that put them on the path to 
net zero emissions by 2050.

• Over 20 countries have joined the Adaptation Action Coalition, building on 
the 2019 Call for Action on Adaptation and Resilience signed by over 120 
countries.

• The OECD estimates that $78.9bn of climate finance was mobilised in 
2018. Multilateral development banks estimated that $41.5 billion was 
provided to developing countries in 2019. 



WHAT YOU CAN DO
"The eyes of the young people are on COP26 
and beyond and every day, minute, and hour 
that passes without urgent action translates 
to failing future generations.”

Elizabeth Wathuti



The promise I want 
world leaders to make 
is

My 
#Promisetotheplanet 
is…

WHAT YOU CAN DO



BE THE CHANGE 
YOU WANT TO 
SEE IN THE 
WORLD
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